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“Becoming a Parent”

In this assignment, I express my views on one becoming a parent. The ideal timing and other factors of this experience can be intuitive to one, but highly controversial to another. In light of the data and history presented in class, I submit my following commentary:

What are the Advantages of having children later in life?
For me, this has a pretty straight forward answer. Couples who wait to have children typically are in a better position financially to raise their children. I suppose other advantages can add in here, but the most powerful advantage must be those based upon monetary factors. A stronger income, a more routine budget, and more savings reduce the stress of first-time-parents. Perhaps their wilder spending is behind them, and they are more emotionally ready to look at the finances of raising a child in a realistic sense. Older couples may have the capacity to earn higher incomes since they have had more time to finish school. These may be legitimate advantages, yet I believe they are also highly subjective. From these and many other angles, I still believe monetary advantages out rank most others.

What are the Disadvantages of having children later in life?
In our great local culture, older first-time parents are treated differently than younger first-time parents. (This has been my observation, and I admit some possible bias.) Having babies very early on in a marriage (which also is done at a young ages) is encouraged. Therefore, every other approach is discouraged (in bold or subtle language). This can put a strain on family relationships, extended family relationships, and other social circles. Other disadvantages are less culturally based, I think. For example, older parents have less time to be young with their kids at a young age. A parent who has a child at age 20 will be about 40 when that child graduates high school. 40 is still an age where a parent can reasonably keep up physically and emotionally with the exciting new developments of 20 year old children. However, if a parent has their child at age 40, this puts them at age 60, 20 years later. The energy level in a 60 year old is much different than that of a 40 year old. Keeping that in mind, think of the exciting years after your kid graduates high school! Those years include weddings, grandchildren, and all sorts of great things for parents. Would you rather be middle-aged at their wedding, or over the hill? That is a valid argument in my opinion.

What do you think is the “ideal” time to have a child?
I am very unsure about this one. I believe married couples into their 20s (or above) are in a good position generally to have children. But more specifically, I believe that the “ideal” time varies from couple to couple. But who is to say when one couple is ready and another is not? I can’t be sure. I could just say that parents should be required to complete a competency test before they are allowed to have children. This test evaluates their IQ, knowledge of raising children and essential aptitudes for being a healthy person. Perhaps it would include physical tests to make sure they are healthy enough to have and raise healthy children. Yet this idea is a Pandora’s box, and brings up more sociological problems than solutions.

My thoughts on parents who cannot conceive children.
The situation of parents who are unable to have children, to me, is not innately good or bad. If they desperately want children, however, there seems to be something tragic about that. But it does not have to be a tragic thing. One simple view maintains that adoption is the obvious solution for parents who can’t have children. I believe this is a valid solution for a healthy and optimistic couple. However, many couples want more than a child, they want THEIR child. At any rate, if they want to pay for more expensive procedures to make this happen, then that is a great option for them. I believe those with the means are welcome to take that route. Many cannot afford this, which could be seen as cruel. I would say that that is one of the facts of life. I don’t believe anyone is entitled to have a child, and that it is an opportunity. Therefore, if a couple cannot afford expensive procedures, adoption becomes the obvious solution. If they reject adoption, then they are left “childfree.” 


Assignment Reflection

	The nature of this assignment (and many others like it) led me to consider fundamental questions surrounding parenthood. Perhaps, as a culture, we look very passively at a couple having children. We tend to consider this their right or freedom. If a couple has the freedom to have a child, then perhaps they also have the freedom to have it however or whenever they wish. The implications of this type of thinking leads one to consider further the difference between the ideal and the realistic, the fanciful and the practical, as well as the difference between the popular and the controversial.
	This assignment helped me dig deeper into the basic ideas in a society, and reconsider the basis for my beliefs and biases. In nearly every class, my original assumptions or concepts of family statistics and trends are challenged. In my opinion, that has been the most enriching and interesting part of this class. Rather than quickly give a superficial half-thought-out answer, I am encouraged to consider many new factors about fundamental practices. These factors include changing national and local norms, scientific research, historical patterns, incorrect public views, and so on. For example, it was my understanding that the local homosexual population made up 10 to 15 percent of our population. However, past research has indicated that that percentage is probably closer to less than 1 percent of the population. 
	This additional consideration, to me, is valuable. After all, how often do we make decisions which greatly impact our lives? How often are these choices (such as choices shaping our family experiences) made with only generational norms or local trends as our basis? This assignment helps me to think more critically, politically, practically and even more scientifically when facing such decisions. After all, a subject like “becoming a parent” should warrant more than a minute’s contemplation or a single person’s viewpoint.
	That is something that this class has in common with my other course: “The Economic History of the United States.” The consideration of multiple factors in making decisions has proven to be a take-home lesson for both classes. Not only have both classes presented some of the same historical material, but they have also complimented each other. For example, in my Economics class, we discussed the things which led to women entering the workplace during the industrial revolution.  The short-term effects on the family and the nation economically were also discussed. Then in my Marriage and Family Relations class, we discussed how women working during the industrial revolution would change gender roles and cultural norms which still affect families today.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	I believe this assignment in particular showed how simple ideas and concepts can be challenged in light of multiple factors. I have enjoyed writing such papers in this class, and growing from the additional insight the research provides. I look forward to finishing the next few papers, and seeing what new perspectives are in store.



